Somatostatin treatment of a persistent chyloperitoneum following abdominal aortic surgery.
Chyloperitoneum is an uncommon but serious complication of abdominal aortic surgery. There are no optimal guidelines for the management of chyloperitoneum. We present here our experiences regarding the treatment of chyloperitoneum with somatostatin for three patients who underwent surgery for abdominal aortic disease. Milky, odorless liquid was observed in the abdominal drain of these patients. The conservative treatment with total parenteral nutrition failed; therefore, in parallel, we initiated a somatostatin treatment as a continuous perfusion. Drain loss decreased in all up to the second day of treatment. The probable mechanisms of the somatostatin decrease the intestinal absorption of fats via the specific receptors, decrease triglyceride concentration in the thoracic duct, and attenuate lymph flow in the major lymphatic channels. The presented cases showed successful treatment using somatostatin and may be a new generation of effective treatments for chyloperitoneum.